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Introduction 

• Level: B2 

• Skills: Writing, Reading 

• Topics: Grammar – Past Continuous 

• Merging subjects: Creative thinking, problem-solving, critical thinking 

 

The enigma 

• Keywords 

Students read a text and count how many times past continuous appears in the text.  

• Toolbox 

card/handout 
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• Description of the enigma  

 

The number of the adjectives will be the code they need to solve the enigma. 

 

Solution: 6 times 

Hints  

The teacher initially has to tell students that the text is a narrative and the writer uses Past 

Continuous quite a few times, letting students conclude that they have to count the times Past 

Continuous appears in the text. If they do not realize that, the teacher can further ask students a 

leading question, such as “Can you identify all the Past Continuous tenses in the narrative?” 
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More information 

Possible restrictions 

The size of the card and the letters should enable students with learning difficulties and 

eyesight problems to read it.  
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